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Milfoil Removal at North River 
 If you’ve been in or around the North River the past couple of years, 
you’ve probably noticed something growing on the water.  It became 
particularly bad last summer, when large stretches of North River became 
covered with this growth, as shown in the photo to the right.  This 
infestation is caused by something called Eurasian milfoil, an invasive 
species of plant that grows quickly across the water.  In addition to being 
very unattractive, milfoil blocks sunlight which can kill off native plants 
and fish.   

 We have explored different options to remove the milfoil.  We 
thought about adding carp to eat the milfoil, but determined that 
wouldn’t solve the problem.  Applying herbicides was a no-go as well, 
considering our nearby water treatment plant.  Our next idea—cutting 
the milfoil—made sense, although we had to figure out how exactly to 
cut milfoil in the river.   

 Fortunately, we found a company in Minnesota that manufactures a 
device that you put into the river that cuts the milfoil plants close to 
their roots.  This seemed like an effective method to remove the milfoil, so we are in the process of purchasing 
this gizmo this summer.  Since this is a waterway, we reached out to the Virginia Marine Resources Commission 
for approval, which we received in May.  We are optimistic that our new gizmo will be effective at removing the 
milfoil from the North River.   

   Sign Up for Voyent Alerts 
 Voyent Alert! is an alert notification system that allows Town staff to send out important information in a 

timely manner to citizens by text message, e-mail, or recorded message (or all of the above).  We need to be able 
to send time-critical information, and you need to see it.     

 Since we launched in March, we have over 800 accounts signed up to receive Voyent alerts.  

 You can download and install the Voyent Alert! app on your smartphone through 
the Apple App Store or Google Play to receive Town alerts, or 

 Visit the Bridgewater Buzz and search for “Voyent” to read our article about 
Voyent alerts to receive e-mail, voice, or text-based alerts without an app.   

If you do not have a smartphone or Internet access, we can add you to the Voyent Alert! system.  Just call     
B-Connected during working hours to signup for Voyent Alert! updates by cell phone or land line. 
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Featuring The Reflex at 7:30 p.m. and Fireworks at 9:25 p.m. 

Celebrate the Eve of Independence on July 3 at Generations Park 

Milfoil in the North River last summer 
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National Night Out - August 2 

National Night Out was started in 1984 as an opportunity for citizens to meet with law 
enforcement officers to build a stronger community.  This year, the Bridgewater Police Department 
is hosting National Night Out on Tuesday, August 2 from 5:00-8:00 p.m.  We will hold this year’s 
event at Smiley’s Ice Cream—free ice cream for kids while supplies last!  There will be games for the 
kids and local food vendors attending as well.  Come out on August 2 to meet our Bridgewater 
Police Department officers along with local fire and rescue crews.   

BPD Essay Contest 
The BPD is also sponsoring an essay contest this 

summer for children up to 12 years old.  The essay topic 
is “Why the Bridgewater Police matter to me.”  The 
essay contest winner will get to ride with the Chief of 
Police in the Bridgewater Lawn Party parade on July 15!  
Please submit your essay by e-mail to 
police@bridgewater.town or drop it off at the 
Bridgewater Community Center by July 8. 

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center 

 Town residents can bring their own pre-sorted 
recyclable materials to the Recycle Center at Sandy 
Bottom Park.  Residents will need to present a proof of 
residency (B-Rec card or driver’s license).  Then, the 
items will need to be placed into the appropriately 
labeled container. A staff member will be on site to 
provide assistance.  

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center Hours of Operation: 

 Wednesday, Thursday, Friday:  

 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 Saturday:    

 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Materials accepted in marked bins: 

 #1, #2, and #5 plastics 
 Glass 
 Aluminum beverage cans 
 Plastic bags and printer cartridges 
 Computer hard drives, SSD’s, flash drives, 

phones, and chipped credit cards (HIPAA 
compliant destruction) 

 Steel and bi-metal cans 
 Office paper (shredded or white)  
 Cardboard, newspaper, and magazines 
 Paper shredding 

Sandy Bottom Golf Hours  

  Sandy Bottom Mini-Golf is open every day through Labor Day.   

 Mini-Golf Hours:  Par-3 Hours:  
 Noon to 10 p.m.*   6 a.m. to dark daily 

 *Beat the Heat!  Mini-Golf will open at 9:00 a.m. every Tuesday in 
July!  Town residents always play Par-3 and Mini-Golf for free with 
their B-Rec card.   

 Rates for Mini-Golf and Par-3 for non-Town residents: $5  

Video Game Tournament 

 Our next Video Game Tournament will be held at 
Sipe Center on Saturday, July 23 at Noon.  This 
tournament will feature Super Smash Brothers!  
Registration must be completed by Tuesday, July 19. 
You can register online with Community Pass or call 
(540) 908-4212.  Enjoy popcorn, candy and drinks 
from the concession stand throughout the tournament. 
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A Little Help From Your Friends 

 As you may have noticed, we are rearranging some 
things at 201 Green Street.  The Police Department moved 
to the former Council Chambers late last year.  (Recall that 
we built Sipe Center, in part, so the police could take over 
that space.)  This spring, the Treasurer’s office moved to the 
western half of the building, where the police had been.  
And now, we are finishing our work on the Treasurer’s 
former space.  We are very excited about the result! 

 In the front of the building, where the Treasurer’s 
counter had been, our Help Desk will open on July 19.  The 
idea behind the Help Desk was simple:  we wanted to be 
able to accommodate you better when you need our help.  
Primarily, the Help Desk will be a central location where we 
can assist with routine matters.  For example, if you need a 
B-REC card, we can issue it at the Help Desk.  We can also 
take your passport application there—once we requalify as a 
passport agency after our COVID break—and the attached 
conference room will allow you to avoid announcing your 
citizenship details to bystanders.  Naturally, the Help Desk 

will be able to handle phone requests also, so if you need to 
reserve a park shelter (or report the breakage of another $%
#@ trash-cart wheel) just call B-Connected (540-908-4212). 

 But the Help Desk, which will be open daily from 1:00 
to 5:00, can also assist with less routine matters.  If you want 
to discuss the regulations for building a shed, the Help Desk 
will be there to, umm, help.  You can also visit the Help 
Desk if the neighborhood baritone insists on rehearsing 
Marriage of Figaro on the back deck at midnight.  In these 
situations, expect the Help Desk agent to arrange for an 
“expert” to be at the meeting.  Our Planner would probably 
be the expert on sheds.  The Police Chief would be our 
noise expert (though he might not know much about opera).  
The key is that the Help Desk agent won’t know everything, 
but she can call on people who know a fair bit. 

 We think all of this will help us give better service, but 
we do need your help.  Our goal is to provide attentive, one-
on-one service at the Help Desk, so we can’t have people 
descending upon the agent en masse.  Please do make an 
appointment if you can; it’ll just help us serve you better.  
But none of this is mandatory.  You do you.  Debbie can 
still make your shelter reservation, and Betsy can still handle 
your $%#@ cart wheel.  That said, we think you’ll like the 
Help Desk.   

 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

“The idea behind the Help Desk was simple:            
we wanted to be able to accommodate you better 

when you need our help.” 

Sign up for bridgewater.buzz. 

All the news fit to buzz, 

every day! 

Tuesday,  
August 9 

Arey Assembly Hall  

When you sign up, join the group, 

“Bridgewater Gives.” Sign Up Here: 

Saturday Night Concerts 
August 13 at 7:30 p.m. - The Judy Chops 

August 27 at 7:30 p.m. - The Invasion 
 

Free Admission, bring your lawn chairs & blankets! 

After Dark at Gen Park 
Concerts 

Harris Concert Series 
 Bridgewater’s Harris Concert Series returns to 
Sipe Center on Sunday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 
p.m. this summer.  Concerts are free and seating 
will be general admission on a first come, first 
served basis. Concessions will also 
be available during the concerts. 
Many of your favorite performers 
from past years are returning!  
Check out the schedule below: 

Harrisonburg Harmonizers - July 17 
Boogie Kings - July 24 
Southern Grace - July 31 
Good Time Gospel Quartet - August 7 
Cantore - August 14 
Faithful Men - August 21 

HARRIS   
CONCERT  
SERIES  
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Municipal Calendar & Events 

July 3 ............................................ Eve of Independence 

July 4 ......... Independence Day (Town Offices Closed) 

July 12 ..................... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

July 13-16 ............................... Bridgewater Lawn Party! 

 

Bridgewater Current 

Look here each month for updates on some of 
our construction projects. For a full description 
of any of these projects, follow this QR code:   

Local 
Postal Customer 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at (540) 908-4212. 

Project Status 

DORM Installation of traffic signal and 
cabinet underway. 

Gen Oak Connector Currently working on acquiring 
easements. 

Riverwalk Phase II We are ready to bid the project; 
awaiting VDOT authorization. 

 

Main Street 
Pedestrian Project 

Awaiting VDOT authorization 
to begin construction.  

Main Street 
Pedestrian Project 

Awaiting VDOT authorization 
to begin construction. 

  

Status Updates 

Gen Oak Connector Wrapping up easement 
acquisition. 

Riverwalk Phase III Awarded TA Grant, design 
work begins in 2023. 

SWaT Meter 
Replacement 

Work continues; 208 meters  
remain to be replaced. 

 
 
 
 

$5 for all movies 

www.sipecenter.com 

Upcoming Films at Sipe Center 

Top Gun:  Maverick (PG-13) 
 

Thursday, July 7:  6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, July 9:  4 & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, July 10:  2 & 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, July 14:  6:30 p.m. 

Friday, July 15:  6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, July 16:  4 & 7:00 p.m. 

Downton Abbey: A New Era (PG) 
 

Thursday, June 30:  6:30 p.m. 

Friday, July 1:  6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, July 2:  4 & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, July 3:  2 & 5:30 p.m. 

Trash Reminders:   

There will not be curbside pickup on Monday, July 4.  Service for Monday will be collected 
on Tuesday, and Wednesday pickup will be collected Thursday.   
Large item pickup will begin on Tuesday, July 5.   


